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Economic Development Update

“ENERGY OPEN”"
A GREAT SUCCESS

Summer 2004

Energy leaders from around the multi-state region
met in Colstrip recently for the 1st annual “Energy
Open” Conference and Golf Tournament. The event
was organized by Jim Atchison, Executive Director
of Southeastern Montana Devel opment Corporation
MEMBERS (SEMDC) and Tod Kasten, Regional Development

Officer for Montana Department of Commerce as a

way to showcase the benefits of responsible energy Joet\éva‘l‘kEsalong S wes thg opmingts&%er a
e “Energy Open. represen e
ROSEBUD COUNTY devel Opment- Northern Cheyenne Tribe.

Featured at Colstrip High School were local business
and community leaders, politicians and a representative
POWDER RIVER from Montanans for Responsible Energy Development (MRED), Tom McKerlick.

COUNTY Plant tours began about 10:00 am. at Rosebud Power Plant followed by a catered lunch
at Castle Rock Lake by Montana Tamale Company. Following lunch

another bus tour headed to Western Energy for amining and reclamation tour.
TREASURE COUNTY | After touring the mine, it was back to Colstrip High School where speakers

addressed the status of the transmission linesin Montana, discussed

network planning and the possibility of increasing transmission availability.

A prime rib dinner and social event took place afterward sponsored by the city of
Colstrip and Rosebud County.

CITY OF FORSYTH Thursday began the “ Energy Open” golf tournament at the Colstrip Ponderosa

Butte Golf Course. A Hole-in One prize was a 2004 Ford pickup sponsored by
Heberle Ford of Forsyth and the Colstrip Medical Center. First Interstate Bank of
Colstrip was the winning team of the “ Open Energy.” golf tournament. Team players
TOWN OF HYSHAM were Les Mahon, Kathy Frank, Monica Lindeen and Mike Peterson who walked away
with the “ Coal Cup.”

ENERGY OPEN SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCED

Southeastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMDC) has announced an Energy Open
TOWN OF BROADUS Scholarship with the Quality of Life Corporation (QoLC) of Colstrip. “We wanted to say
thank you and give back to the Colstrip Community with this $500 Scholarship,” noted Jim
Atchison of SEMDC. “Thisisone of the benefits of the Energy Open and responsible
energy developments, he added. General details asfollows:

— Available spring of 2005 — Student planning to attend a Montana
CITY OF COLSTRIP — Graduating Colstrip High Seniors secondary school
— Business or energy related field of study

Call SEMDC at 748-2990 for further details.
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SEMDC Receives Certified Regional Development Cor por ation
Designation from State of M ontana

Helena, MT- - June 30, 2004 - The creation of the Certified Regional Development
Corporation (CRDC) program was provided for in HB76 that was passed by the 2003
Legidature and signed into law by Governor Martz. As directed by HB76, the
Department of Commerce (DOC) through the CRDC program designates up to 12
CRDCs and awards regional capacity building grants to match local economic
development funds. Annually, $425,000 was appropriated to the DOC by the
legislature for this purpose. The legislative intent of the CRDC programisto
encourage a regiona approach to economic development that facilitates the efficient
delivery of economic development programs.

“The CRDC program promotes public and private sector partnerships at the regiona
level in order to identify and respond to economic development issues and
opportunities facing each of Montana' s diverse economic regions. Each CRDC is
required to have the support of al the counties and a majority of the incorporated
cities and towns in their region to obtain and maintain certification,” said Mark
Simonich, Director, Montana Department of Commerce. “This new program will help
local officials, communities and businesses create new economic opportunities
throughout the state of Montana.” The partnership of these counties and

communities allows for synergy and prevents duplication of efforts, while providing a
vehicle agency located locally to receive funding and administer services for economic
development.

Southeastern Montana Development Cor poration (SEMDC) of Colstrip was one
of the 12 CRDC designations awarded by the state of Montana. “Everyonein our
CRDC region should be excited about this award,” stated Jim Atchison, Executive
Director of SEMDC. “It will stabilize existing businesses and encourage growth of
businessin Custer, Powder River, Rosebud and Treasure Counties,” Atchison added.

COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (CEDS)

Planning and organizing the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) plan
continues to proceed. The CEDS is a basic foundation planning document which will cover
the four county SEMDC region of Custer, Rosebud, Powder River and Treasure Counties.
It will identify, evaluate and implement economic development plans and goals with input
from communities, including elected officials, business, civic and community leaders. The
CEDS plan is expected to be completed by the end of 2004.

SBDC UPDATE

Scoreboard
Updated March, 2004

Since 1997 Last 12 M onths
Jobs Created 120 30
Jobs Retained 283 45
Total Jobs 403 75
Loans Received $7,507,276 $1,800,860
Total Funding $9,038,356 $2,193,170

SCORE BOARD DATA isonly recorded when a SBDC client is able to receive small business funding
after two or more one-on-one counseling sessions have been completed.

The (SBDC) is a funded program of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). SBA’s funding
is not an endorsement of any products, opinion, or services. All SBA funded programs are
extended to the public on a non- discriminatory basis.
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