SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation

“ GROWING MONTANA ~ ONE JOB AT A TIME'

Economic Development Update

Partnership Program Funding
Supports Small Businesses
Southeastern Montana Development (SEMDC) contitmieseate new partnerships with the
private sector through iRartnership Program. An individual or a small business can be a
part of the local and regional economic developneéiart in Southeastern Montana.

SEMDC helps small businesses with free and confidlecounseling through its Small
Business Development Center (SBDC) and other pnogjand services. “The SBDC is
without a doubt the most effective and productesource available to the business
community today,” noted Jim Atchison, Executivedaitor of SEMDC. Businesses and
individuals can assist SEMDC with financial supgbrough thePartnership Program.

Their contributions are tax deductible since SEMBG@ registered 501 (c) 3 organization by
the IRS. SEMDC Executive Director Jim Atchisongaets the 200Bartnership Program
plague to Darrell Grogan and Scott Klein of Fir&it& Bank Forsyth (below left) and to

Art Jacobson of H&T Printing Miles City (below righ

Darrel | Grogan, First State Bank; Jim Jim Atchison and Art Jacobson of
IAtchison; Scott Klein, First State Bank H&T Printing

First Interstate Bank Advisory Board Member Rickbla and First Interstate Bank of
Colstrip, President Les Mahon, present a checlEtd3C Executive Director, Jim Atchison.
(above center) “The partnership and the levecddends by First Interstate Bank and their
Foundation, shows their commitment to the smalifass community of this area,”
Atchison said. “We are extremely thankful for thfamancial support as these funds directly
impact numerous small businesses and create agaitgonomic activity throughout the
region.” The three bank branches contributed $2y8ich was matched by the Foundation
for a total of $5,000.

SEMDC would like to thank the following Partners for 200

First State Bank Forsyth
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation
First Interstate Bank Colstrip
First Interstate Bank Miles City
First Interstate Bank Lame Deer
Montana Community Finance Corporation
H &T Printing
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NEW REGIONAL SBDC
DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED

Southeastern Montana Development Corporation
(SEMDC) of Colstrip recently announced that
Blayr Barnard has been selected as the new Dire
of the Small Business Development Center.

As Director of the Small Business Development _

Center (SBDC), Barnard will provide confidential g 5ot aas bevelopmont Center
counseling and training services on everything from

creating a business plan to ongoing operationafiaadcial

technical assistance. These services are prooidedno fee basis to both existin
and start-up businesses in tharter, Custer, Dawson, Fallon, Powder River,
Prairie, Rosebud, Treasure and Wibaux Counties.

Barnard noted that coming from a family of entreya's, “| know how valuable
confidential, no cost assistance can be when yaiirement or house payment is
on the line. | believe the SBDC is one of the mstful resources a small busineg
can utilize because of the wide range of servigadable to the small business
owner. | feel it would be very rewarding to help@r families and businesses
succeed in Southeastern Montana.”

SEMDC'’s Small Business Development Center is anidhgenters in Montana.
It is supported by contributions made by membeesiand counties and donation
made by the private sector including local bankdheéncommunities it serves.
Since 1997 the SBDC at Colstrip has assisted ameg over 300 jobs and creats
another 200 jobs in the nine county region. Foremoformation or to make an
appointment with Blayr, call 748-2990.
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SEMDC Announces new Board Members
SEMDC would like to thank former Board Presidelttan Stahl Rosebud
County Commissioner and Board DirecRetty Aye, Powder River County
Commissioner (at right) for their outstanding leatig and contributions to
the SEMDC Board over the years.

New members coming on board &ary Fjelstad, Rosebud County
Commissioner antlancy Espy, Powder River County Commissioner.
Welcome to SEMDC, Gary and Nancy.

SBDC UPDATE

Scoreboard
December 31, 2006

Sint@97 Last 12 Months
Jobs Created 211 12
Jobs Retained 329 14
Total Jobs 540 26
Loans Received $ 9,417,195 1,199,632
Total Funding $11,772,143 $1,243,315

The (SBDC) is partially funded by the U.S. SmalliBess Administration . SBA’s funding is not adcesement of any
products, opinions, or services. SBA funded programe extended to the public on a non discriminatmsis.

SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
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Please check our websit
for more information

www.semdc.org




New SEMDC Grant Administrator / Planner Position
Southeastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMB@rowing regional
non-profit economic development group, is seekihggaly motivated individual for

the position ofGrant Administrator / Planner . This new, part-time position will bé

responsible for state, federal, corporate and fatiod grant writing, research and
identification of funding opportunities includingerall administration. This positio
would also assist and complement SEMDC Members pvitfessional planning
services. The planning aspect would focus on enindevelopment planning and
related municipal / county infrastructure projects.

Minimum requirements include a degree in a rel&dd with exceptional
communication and organizational skills, includgrant writing, computer and
Internet research experience. Experience in mpali¢icounty government planning
public meeting presentations or public policy fotimais a plus. Some local travel
required in the four counties of Custer, Rosebudyd®r River and Treasure.
Forward cover letter and resume to:

Executive Director, SEMDC, PO Box 1935, ColstripT 199323. EOE

2006 Property Tax Comparison

Comparing personal residences with an assessee @B$#100,000, the properties
located in the following Montana communities wophly an estimated property tax
as listed below:

COLSTRIP __ $ 477 BILLINGS  $1,287

HELENA $1,480 MISSOULA $1,526
Note: This includes state, county, local and schaxds inside the city limits.
These estimated property taxes do not include aegi8l Improvement Districts.

Available Website Service
Did you know, SEMDC has a web site service to Iselpbusinesses, land and
buildings? “We wanted to help expose these busiopportunities on the internet
and help sell these businesses” noted Jim AtchsttnSEMDC. It will be mutually
beneficial if SEMDC can help create this type adremmic activity” added Atchison.
This service covers the four (4) county SEMDC ragi Custer, Rosebud, Powder
River and Treasure. A one time fee of $20 inclualdata / contact listing with a
couple of photos. Listings can be viewed at wwmge.org.
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MONTANA STATS
February 2007

UNEMPLOYMENT : Montana’s seasonally adjusted unemployment ratdecreased to 2.5%
in February 2007 from 2.7% in January. The U.S. dcreased slightly to 4.5% from 4.6%
over the month.

SECTOR EMPLOYMENT : Montana’s seasonally-adjusted nonagricultural ayroll
employment increased by 1,100 jobs (0.3%) from Febary to January 2007. Manufacturing
and Total Government showed the largest increasesach graining 300 jobs over the month.

Sourceé RESEARCH & ANALYSIS BUREAU—MT DEPT OF LABOR/INDUSTR Y
www.ourfactsyourfuture.org
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Did you know that
Montana has 9% of
the world’s coal

reserves
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Phone: 406-748-2990 Website: www.semdc.org

Fax:  406-748-2990

Coming Soon

Montana Legislature- Thru April 27 — Helena

Regional Housing Summit April — Miles City
NDC Training Course- April 15-20 - St. Louis
SEMDC Quarterly Board Meeting- April 18 - Colstrip
Leadership Miles City Graduabn - April 20 — Miles City
Small Business Informatid/Vorkshop - April 26 - Miles City

MontanaEconomic Development Summit April 30 - May 1 - Butte

Small Business Infoation Workshop - May 2 - Lame Deer
Leadership Montana Gradtian - May 9-11 - Billings
MT Coal Board Grants Mating - June 15 — Billings
Energy Open Conference a@blf Tournament - June 28-29 - Colstrip

AG Open August 7-9 - Williston

+

! " #$$ %
I %&




