
 

Partnership Program Funding 
  Supports Small Businesses 

Southeastern Montana Development (SEMDC) continues to create new partnerships with the 
private sector through its Partnership Program.  An individual or a small business can be a 
part of the local and regional economic development effort in Southeastern Montana.  
SEMDC helps small businesses with free and confidential counseling through its Small  
Business Development Center (SBDC) and other programs and services.  “The SBDC is 
without a doubt the most effective and productive resource available to the business  
community today,” noted Jim Atchison, Executive Director of SEMDC.  Businesses and  
individuals can assist SEMDC with financial support through the Partnership Program. 
Their contributions are tax deductible since SEMDC is a registered 501 (c) 3 organization by 
the IRS.  SEMDC Executive Director Jim Atchison presents the 2006 Partnership Program 
plaque to Darrell Grogan and Scott Klein of First State Bank Forsyth (below left) and to  
Art Jacobson of H&T Printing Miles City (below right).  
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Darrel l Grogan, First State Bank; Jim 
Atchison;  Scott Klein, First State Bank 

Jim Atchison and Art Jacobson of 
H&T Printing 

SEMDC would like to thank the following Partners for 2006: 
 

First State Bank Forsyth 
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation  

First Interstate Bank Colstrip 
First Interstate Bank Miles City  
First Interstate Bank Lame Deer 

Montana Community Finance Corporation 
H &T Printing 

First Interstate Bank Advisory Board Member Rick Harbin and First Interstate Bank of  
Colstrip, President Les Mahon, present a check to SEMDC Executive Director, Jim Atchison. 
(above center)   “The partnership and the leverage of funds by First Interstate Bank and their 
Foundation, shows their commitment to the small business community of this area,”  
Atchison said.  “We are extremely thankful for their financial support as these funds directly 
impact numerous small businesses and create additional economic activity throughout the 
region.”  The three bank branches contributed $2,500 which was matched by the Foundation 
for a total of $5,000.   
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BAKER - EKALAKA 

BROADUS - ASHLAND 
LAME DEER 

FORSYTH - HYSHAM 

GLENDIVE - WIBAUX 
TERRY 

MILES CITY 

COLSTRIP 

 Please check our website 
for more information 

www.semdc.org                 
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       S B D C  U P D AT E 
         S c o r e b o a r d 

             D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 0 6  

         
                                              Since 1997             Last 12 Months 
                  
                  Jobs Created                211                             12  
  

  Jobs Retained     329                    14 

 

  Total Jobs     540                                    26 
         
 

  Loans Received         $  9,417,195               $1,159,632 
 

  Total Funding          $11,772,143                     $1,243,315 

 The  (SBDC) is partially funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration . SBA’s funding is not an endorsement of any 
products, opinions, or services. SBA funded programs are extended to the public on a non discriminatory basis. 

NEW REGIONAL SBDC  
DIRECTOR  ANNOUNCED  

Southeastern Montana Development Corporation 
(SEMDC) of Colstrip recently announced that  
Blayr Barnard has been selected as the new Director 
of the Small Business Development Center.   
As Director of the Small Business Development  
Center (SBDC), Barnard will provide confidential  
counseling and training services on everything from  
creating a business plan to ongoing operational and financial  
technical assistance.  These services are provided on a no fee basis to both existing 
and start-up businesses in the Carter, Custer, Dawson, Fallon, Powder River, 
Prairie, Rosebud, Treasure and Wibaux Counties.  
Barnard noted that coming from a family of entrepreneurs, “I know how valuable 
confidential, no cost assistance can be when your retirement or house payment is  
on the line.  I believe the SBDC is one of the most useful resources a small business 
can utilize because of the wide range of services available to the small business 
owner.  I feel it would be very rewarding to help other families and businesses  
succeed in Southeastern Montana.” 
SEMDC’s Small Business Development Center is among 10 centers in Montana.   
It is supported by contributions made by member cities and counties and donations 
made by the private sector including local banks in the communities it serves.  
Since 1997 the SBDC at Colstrip has assisted in retaining over 300 jobs and created  
another 200 jobs in the nine county region.  For more information or to make an 
appointment with Blayr, call 748-2990. 

SEMDC Announces new Board Members 
SEMDC would like to thank former Board President, Joan Stahl, Rosebud 
County Commissioner and Board Director Betty Aye, Powder River County  
Commissioner (at right) for their outstanding leadership and contributions to 
the SEMDC Board over the years. 
 

New members coming on board are Gary Fjelstad, Rosebud County  
Commissioner and Nancy Espy, Powder River County Commissioner.   
Welcome to SEMDC, Gary and Nancy. 

Blayr Barnard, Director  
Small Business Development Center 
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MONTANA STATS  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 7 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT :  Montana’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate decreased to 2.5% 
in February 2007 from 2.7% in January.  The U.S.  decreased slightly to 4.5% from 4.6% 
over the month. 

SECTOR EMPLOYMENT :  Montana’s seasonally-adjusted nonagricultural  payroll  

employment increased by 1,100 jobs (0.3%) from February to January 2007.   Manufacturing 
and Total Government showed the largest increases, each graining 300 jobs over the month.     

Source:  RESEARCH & ANALYSIS BUREAU—MT DEPT OF LABOR/INDUSTR Y 

                                       www.ourfactsyourfuture.org 
 

 

         
            SEMDC 
   Board of Directors 
  
       John Williams  
          President 
           Colstrip 
 

          Jack Regan  
       Vice President 
           Miles City 
 
 

        Les Mahon 
  Secretary / Treasurer 
          Colstrip 
 
 

        Larry Fink  
           Hysham     

         Nancy Espy 
           Broadus      
      Lyman Amsden 
          Broadus      
        Susan Moos 
           Ashland                    
         Mack Cole 
           Hysham      
 

     Jennifer Cramer 
            Hysham 
  

 

      Roberta Harris 
           Colstrip            
 

     Brad Matteson 
            Forsyth 
 

      Gary Fjelstad 
             Forsyth 

 

         Jack Nesbit 
         Miles City 
                               

 

            Bill Melnik            
                                   Miles City 
               
      

                 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Did you know that 
Montana has 9% of 

the world’s coal  
reserves  

 

                                                      
 New SEMDC Grant Administrator / Planner Position 

Southeastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMDC), a growing regional  
non-profit economic development group, is seeking a highly motivated individual for 
the position of Grant Administrator / Planner .  This new, part-time position will be 
responsible for state, federal, corporate and foundation grant writing, research and 
identification of funding opportunities including overall administration.  This position 
would also assist and complement SEMDC Members with professional planning  
services.  The planning aspect would focus on economic development planning and 
related municipal / county infrastructure projects. 
Minimum requirements include a degree in a related field with exceptional  
communication and organizational skills, including grant writing, computer and 
Internet research experience.  Experience in municipal / county government planning, 
public meeting presentations or public policy formation is a plus.  Some local travel 
required in the four counties of Custer, Rosebud, Powder River and Treasure.   
Forward cover letter and resume to: 
Executive Director, SEMDC, PO Box 1935, Colstrip, MT 59323. EOE 

Available Website Service 
Did you know, SEMDC has a web site service to help sell businesses, land and  
buildings?  “We wanted to help expose these business opportunities on the internet  
and help sell these businesses” noted Jim Atchison with SEMDC.  It will be mutually 
beneficial if SEMDC can help create this type of economic activity” added Atchison.  
This service covers the four (4) county SEMDC region of Custer, Rosebud, Powder 
River and Treasure.  A one time fee of $20 includes a data / contact listing with a  
couple of photos.  Listings can be viewed at www.semdc.org. 

2006 Property Tax Comparison 
Comparing personal residences with an assessed value of $100,000, the properties 
located in the following Montana communities would pay an estimated property tax 
as listed below: 
    COLSTRIP     $  477                    BILLINGS      $1,287 
   HELENA        $1,480                    MISSOULA   $1,526 
Note: This includes state, county, local and school taxes inside the city limits.   
These estimated property taxes do not include any Special Improvement Districts. 



            Montana Legislature – Thru April 27 – Helena 
  

              Regional Housing Summit – April – Miles City 
 

              NDC Training Course – April 15-20 - St. Louis   
 

                  SEMDC Quarterly Board Meeting – April 18 - Colstrip 
 

                      Leadership Miles City Graduation - April 20 – Miles City 
 

                          Small Business Information Workshop  - April 26 - Miles City        
                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                  Montana  Economic Development Summit -  April 30 - May 1 - Butte 

 
                               Small Business Information Workshop  - May 2 - Lame Deer                           

 
                          Leadership Montana Graduation - May 9-11 - Billings 

 
                            MT Coal Board Grants Meeting - June 15 – Billings 

 
                         Energy Open Conference and Golf Tournament - June 28-29 - Colstrip 

 
                   AG Open - August 7-9 - Williston 

 

SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation 
P O Box 1935 / 6200 Main street 
Colstrip, MT 59323 

 

   Coming Soon 
 

      E-mail: semdc@bhwi.net 
      Website: www.semdc.org 
 

Phone: 406-748-2990 
Fax:     406-748-2990 
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